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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COURT 
The first session of the General Assembly, of 
the State of Indiana, under the State Government 
commenced at Corydon on the first Monday in 
November, 1816, in conforrpity to the provisions 
of the Constitution; and the Act organizing the 
Supreme Court, was approved on the 23rd day 
of December, in the same year. 
James Scott, JohnJohnson and Jesse L. Holman, 
Esquires, were appointed judges of the Court. 
Their commissions bear date on the 28th day of 
December, 1816. 
On the 5th day of May, 1817, the day appointed 
by law for the commencement of the first term 
of the Supreme Court, the judges appeared and 
took their seats. 
The seat of government of the State was removed 
from Corydon to Indianapolis, by statute ap­
proved January 20, 1824. The General Assembly 
convened for the first time in Indianapolis, on 
January 10, 1825. The Supreme Court com­
menced its first term in Indianapolis, on May 2, 
1825. 
In answer to the plea of Donald M. Ream, a 
member of the Bar of the Supreme Court, Hon. 
George W. Henley, Chief Justice, signed �n 
order on March 31, 1955, setting aside the day 
of May 5, 1955 and establishing this date as 
"Supreme Court Day" in commemoration of the 
first convening of the Court, on the 5th day of 
May, 1817. 
O N  EXHIBIT 
The following historic documents from the ar­
chives of the State of Indiana are on display in 
the Court area: 
Original order book of the Territorial Court, 
at Vincennes, Indiana, 1800. 
Original order book of the Supreme Court, 
at Corydon, Indiana, 1816. 
The 1816 Constitution of Indiana. 
The 1851 Constitution of Indiana. 
THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
The Executive Committee on Program for the 
observance of Supreme Court Day is composed 
of Perry E. O'Neal, chairman; Irving M. Fauvre 
and Donald M. Ream, all representing the Indiana 
State and the Indianapolis Bar Associations; as -
sisted by the past-presidents and board of mana­
gers of the State Bar Association, and that As -
sociation's Public Relations Committee - Fred 
A. Wiecking, chairman; and the Young Lawyers
Section special committee - C. Severin Busch­
mann, Jr., chairman.
